
Agenda

• The C21 Learner 

• Vybzing Visioning Exercise 

• Social Networking 

• Developing and Implementing a SNS: Criteria 

and Tools (Presentation) 

• Vybzing Score Sheets

• Discussion and Closure



Implementation Options

• Utilize free service to create group 

website e.g Google Groups or Yahoo! 

Groups

• Create group or sub-community using 

existing SN service e.g. Facebook or 

MySpace

• Create custom website



Popular Group Service – Google Groups



Implementing a SNS in Google Groups

Creating a Group

Go to groups.google.com and click on the ‘Create a 

group…’ button.  Follow the instructions provided.

Test Deployment
Google Group Information

Group name:  turksandcaicostest

Group home page: 

http://groups.google.com/group/turksandcaicostest

Group email: turksandcaicostest@googlegroups.com 

Group Administrator

Email: turkstest@gmail.com

Password: test1234

Development time: 10 minutes



Popular Group Service –Yahoo! Groups



Implementing a SNS in Yahoo! Groups

Creating a Group

Go to groups.yahoo.com and click on ‘Start your group’.  

Follow instructions provided.

Test Deployment
Yahoo! Group Information

Group name:  turksandcaicostest

Group home page: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/turksandcaicostest

Group email: turksandcaicostest@yahoogroups.com

Group Administrator

Email: turkstest@yahoo.com

Password: test123

Birthdate: April 1 1980

Development time: 10 minutes



Popular SN Service – Facebook



Implementing a SNS in Facebook

Creating a Group
Sign in,  click on groups icon in toolbar at bottom of page, 

click on ‘+ Create a new group’ button on the groups page

Test Group
Group Name: Turks

Group URL: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=63021317948

Administrator Account
Username: turkstest@gmail.com

Password: test123

Development time: 10 minutes



Popular SN Service – My Space



Implementing a SNS in MySpace

Creating a Group

Sign into MySpace.  In the main menu click More -> 

Groups.  Click on the ‘Create a group’ button.

Test Group

Group Name: Turks

Group URL: http://groups.myspace.com/turkstest

Administrator Account
Username: turkstest@gmail.com

Password: test123

Development time: 10 minutes

(MySpace account must be at least 7 days old)



Popular Custom SNS Production Toolkit – Elgg



Prototyping a Custom SNS in Elgg

Prototype Installation

• Develop Elgg installation on a portable web server 

(Apache web server, PHP script support and MySQL

database). 

• Run web server 

• Access Elgg site at http://localhost/elgg in browser

Administrator Account

Display Name: Administrator

Email address: ravi.deonarine@sta.uwi.edu

User name: admin

Password: test123

Development time: 3 hours



Implementing Custom SNS: Domain Name

1. Jurisdictional association:

• e.g. vybzing.org.tc

• .tc ccTLD managed by AdamsNames

(http://adamsnames.tc/)

• .tc domain name costs $50 US / year

2. Generic domain name:

• e.g. vybzing.org

• .org domain name can be registered at 

godaddy.com for $15 US per year.

http://adamsnames.tc/


Implementing Custom SNS: Name Serving

• Name serving service required to map domain name 

to IP address of machine that hosts custom SNS

• Hosting service (next slide) may offer free name 

serving

• Free name serving services include:

• Open DNS: http://www.opendns.com/

• DNS Advantage: http://www.dnsadvantage.com/

• Free DNS: http://freedns.afraid.org/



Implementing Custom SNS: Hosting

• SNS must be hosted on a secure web server with 

necessary resources for the website’s software

• Free hosting services available e.g.: http://www.free-

webhosts.com/free-mysql-database.php)  

• Commercial service offers better reliability & technical 

support. These include Godaddy.com whose smallest 

package costs US$60 / year:

• 100 GB storage

• Free name serving

• PHP scripting

• MySQL database

• Facilities for quick setup of common s/w, e.g. Elgg



Key Considerations for Implementation

Free Group Website Social Networking 
Service

Custom Website

Cost Free Free Cost for domain 
name & hosting

Tech 
Expertise

Low requirement Low requirement High requirement

Time till 
site is live

Short, simple 
registration procedure 
and site is live

Short, simple 
registration  
procedure &site is 
live.

Long, feature set 
must be specified, 
must design and 
implement site

URL Obscure URL that is 
part of another domain
e.g. 
http://groups.google.co
m/groups/yoursite

Obscure URL that is 
part of another 
domain e.g. 
http://myspace.com
/groups/yoursite

Site has own 
domain name (e.g.  
vybzing.org), 
greater legitimacy 
and permanence

Feature 
Set

Limited, minimum 
feature set for 
productive discussion 
and information 
sharing

Good feature set for 
productive 
discussion and info 
sharing, allows use 
of media,  eg photo 
albums and videos

Flexible, can 
expand to include 
more features.



Implementing an SNS

•Understand target

•Articulate outcomes

•Articulate engagement 

strategies



Implementing an SNS

•Understand SNSs 

• Identify features

• Identify risks

• Identify avoidance 

strategies

•Identify responses



Implementing an SNS

•Compare options

•Select most appropriate

•Acquire competence

•Build to design



Implementing an SNS


