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] ° OV E RV I EW Primary Cultural and Creative Sectors 1.1

Audio-visuals - film and video

Culinary Arts

Design - Interior, graphic arts, fashion, jewelry
Digital Arts - Software and computer games
Heritage Festivals and Fairs

Performing Arts - Music , dance theatre
Sound Recording

Book Publishing and Printed Media

Visual Arts - Painting, drawing, sculpture

From Cultural Policy
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Most recent focus in Government’s
cultural policy/interventions 1.2

The Government of Belize has committed to the creation of an enabling
environment for cultural promotion and social transformation within communities
In order to strengthen national identity and to nurture social cohesion. In this regard,
the Government of Belize plans to ensure that culture and the arts form an integrall
part of the Belize 2030 Plan, the Tourism Master Plan and the NICH Strategic Plan
and shallratify and adhere to international conventions, protocols and agreements
in the field of culture in the best interests of Belize’s people. The cultural policy
proposes the Belize Culture Model which is a democratic and decentralised model
for culture in Belize.

Priority Areas 1.2.1
Cultural Heritage Safeguarding

Intangible Cultural Heritage

Ethnicity

Languages and oral traditions

Music

Traditional skills in handicrafts

Health and Alternative (Traditional) Medicine

Family and Religion

National Days, National Neroes and National Symbols

Research, Archiving and Safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage present
in Belize

1. Tangible Cultural Heritage

12. Archaelogical and historical antiquities and monuments
13. Underwater Archaelogical Heritage

14. Historic Sites and Landmarks

From Cultural Policy
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Barriers to Creative and Cultural
Industries growth and development 1.3

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.
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Cultural Forms and Expressions 2.1
Brukdown - Jankunu
Punta Rock - Charikanari
Marimba
Cultural events, festivals, celebrations, 2.2
Event Month of the Year
Fiesta de Carnaval February
R San Pedro Carnival February
o San Jose Succotz Fiesta April
* Cayo Expo: San Ignacio May
]
Coconut Festival Caye Caulker May
Toledo Festival of Arts and Chocolate June
Dia de San Pedro June
Benque Viejo del Carmen Fiesta Local fair July
Belize International Film Festival July
Deer Dance Festival Auqust
International Costa Maya Festival August
September Celebrations September
Garifuna Settlement Day November



https://www.internationalcostamayafestival.com/

10

the CIIF list

a compendium of Caribbean Culture Belize > Cultural Heritage » Tangible & Intangible Cultural Heritage

UNESCO World Heritage

2.5

UNESCO World . Tentative Sites
Heritclge Sites :

Local Heritage Sites

Belize Barrier Reef

Reserve System

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Language, dance,and music of the Garifuna

17 Mayan Archaeological sites

i have special reserve status by

the Institute of Archaeology

n


http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/BZ
http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/BZ
https://nichbelize.org/institute-of-archaeology/archaeological-sites-and-parks/
https://nichbelize.org/institute-of-archaeology/archaeological-sites-and-parks/
https://nichbelize.org/institute-of-archaeology/archaeological-sites-and-parks/
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/language-dance-and-music-of-the-garifuna-00001
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3. VENUES & INSTITUTIONS

Main Performance Spaces 3.1 Main Museums & Galleries 3.2
NAME CAPACITY MAP NAME CAPACITY MAP
Bliss Center for Performing Arts 0 SIDDEIGISMUSEUM e T » Q..

.................................................................................................................................................................................. e @

Belize Creole Museum and Gallery @

Belizean Arts @
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Government House Colonial Mansion and Historical
L S S @ ........

wr
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https://nichbelize.org/bliss-centre-for-the-performing-arts/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bliss+Centre+for+Performing+Arts/@17.493375,-88.1882567,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8f5c5815161bdd27:0x6ab61f105915319!8m2!3d17.493375!4d-88.186068
https://goo.gl/maps/41o3YdxrNUVB4Ui48
https://goo.gl/maps/n8picWHGVM9r71gi7
https://g.page/BelizeCreoleMuseum?share
https://goo.gl/maps/UaGWygz6dKxj6F5Z6
https://goo.gl/maps/MKmM3hRsXypgLr6HA
https://goo.gl/maps/fcAFJ44xRQZ5ygCw7
https://goo.gl/maps/GGbxKWjqXS1ukvWN7
https://goo.gl/maps/3LokiFZZo88pKJnF9
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4. POLICY & GOVERNANCE

Global 4.]

Cooperation and/or contribution agreements 4.1.1

1.

1.

Economic Partnership Agreement between the CARIFORUM States and the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Caribbean

Cotonou Agreement

Caribbean-Canada Trade Agreement (CARIBCAN)

Muliteratal or bilateral trade/investment agreements 4.1.2

Agreement on Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of Investments
between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Belize (October 1,2004)

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the
Government of Belize for the Promotion and Protection of Investments
(February 1,2002)

Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Government of Belize for the Promotion and
Protection of Investments (April 30, 1982)

Agreement between the Government of Barbados and the Republic of Cuba
for the Promotion and Protection of Investments (August 13, 1998)

Agreement between the Government of Barbados and the Republic of El
Salvador for the Promotion and Protection of Investments (December 4, 2001)

Agreement between the Government of The Bahamas and The Government
of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection and Reciprocal Protection
of Investments

World Trade Organization (WTQO) - Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) (1994) (January 1, 1995)

Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (April 26,1990)

Trade and Investment Framework Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Caribbean Community
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https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/5822/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/5822/download
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/regions/caribbean/
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/2499/download
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/731
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/731
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/732
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/732
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/732
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/730
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/730
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/730
http://www.sice.oas.org/Investment/BITSbyCountry/BITs/BLZ_ESV_BIT_e.pdf
http://www.sice.oas.org/Investment/BITSbyCountry/BITs/BLZ_ESV_BIT_e.pdf
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/435/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/435/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/435/download
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/231
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/231
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/386
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/386
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/5107/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/5107/download

16

the CIIF list
a compendium of Caribbean Culture

Belize > Policy and Governance > Enabling Environments

Collaborations with international, intergovernmental, 4.1.3
and/or multilateral organizations or institutions

Caribbean Development Bank

Inter-American Development Bank

Global Heritage Fund

United States International Development Agency
International Council on Archives/Caribbean Branch
Global Environment Facility

Japan International Cooperation Agency

The European Union

The World Bank

W o N ook DN~

Regional 4.2

Action plans, work plans, strategies 4.2.1

1.

S e

Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas Establishing the Caribbean Community
Including the Caricom Single Market and Economy (February 4,2002)

CARICOM - USA Trade and Investment Framework Agreement
CARICOM Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement

CARICOM — Cuba Trade and Economic Cooperation

CARICOM — Dominican Republic Free Trade

CARICOM - Colombia Trade, Economic and Technical Cooperation

Agreement
CARICOM - Venezuela Free Trade Agreement

Cooperation and/or contribution agreements 4.2.2

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

National 4.3

Governing Bodies 4.3.1

N N

Ministry of Culture
The National Institute of Culture and History

Ministry of Natural Resources
The Belize Archives and Records Service
Belize Trade and Investment Development Service (BELTRAIDE)

National Library Services and Information SystemBarbados Film
Commission

17


https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/316
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/details/316
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/5107/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/2675/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/2498/download
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/3110/download
http://www.sice.oas.org/Trade/caricome.asp
http://www.sice.oas.org/Trade/caricome.asp
https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/international-investment-agreements/treaty-files/2421/download
https://nichbelize.org/
https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/
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Interministerial Cooperation 4.3.2
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Ministry of Labour, Local Government and Rural Development

Ministry of Local Government

Ministry of Economic Development, Investment, Trade and

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Finance

N o oA N

Ministry of Human Development, Social Transformation and Poverty
Alleviation -Ministry of Agriculture

8. Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and Sustainable Development -Statisti-
cal Institute of Belize

9. Belize Trade and Investment Development Services
10. National Library Services and Information System
11. Belize Archives Records and Services

12. Bureau of Standards

Policies, plans, strategies, programs 4.3.3
1. National Cultural Policy 2016-2026
2. National Institute of Culture and History Act

3. National Sustainability Tourism Master Plan (identifies Culture as one of 6 key
areas for investment and growth)

National Tourism Policy Sec 5.1 - Cultural Tourism

Belize Broadcasting and Television Act

Entertainment Tax Act
Environmental Protection Act
. Wildlife Protection Act
10. Fisheries Act
1. Education Act
12. Income and Business Tax act
13. Abandoned Wreck Act

4
5
6. Protected Areas Conservation Act
7
8
9

IFCD Contributions 4.3.4

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

IFCD Receipts 4.3.5

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

Policies for protection/improvement of 4.3.6
status of artists

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

Export strategies to promote distribution of cultural 4.3.7
goods/services

Data not available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.
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https://www.dgft.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Copy-of-National-Cultural-Policy-Final-Policy-Document-1.pdf
http://www.belizelaw.org/web/lawadmin/PDF%20files/cap331.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjro4WEs8zpAhWOEBQKHX4kCT0QFjADegQIBhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftourism.gov.bz%2F%3Fmdocs-file%3D2212%26mdocs-url%3Dfalse&usg=AOvVaw1TNq1zEDD5SmEvyio-inps
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Improving the status of artists

Copyright provisions and intellectual 4.4
property protections

Patents (Amendment) Act, No. 40 of 2005 (2005)

Ancient Monuments and Antiquities Act - Cap. 330 (2000)

Broadcasting and Television Act - Cap. 227 (2000)

Business Names Act - Cap. 247 (2000)

Cinematographs Act - Cap. 241(2000)

Copyright Act (Cap. 252, Revised Edition 2000) (2000)

Industrial Designs Act - Cap. 254 (2000)

Protection of Layout-Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits Act - Cap.

256 (2000)
9. Protection of New Plant Varieties Act (Cap. 255, Revised Edition 2000) (2000)

® N oA W N

Statistical offices, platforms and 4.5
sources for cultural data

Cultural data is consolidated into tourism data and the national census. Dialog
has started between the Statistical Institute of Belize and the Central Bank.

From UNESCO Questionnaire
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https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/8796
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/8806
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/8780
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/8787
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/8788
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/581
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/566
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/566
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/566
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/legislation/details/583
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5 F I N A N C I N G Total public expenditure for culture 5.1
o

AMOUNT YEAR
USD1,500,000 : 2017

(Self-reported from UNESCO Questionnaire)

Sources of funding and support for 5.2
cultural practitioners

FUNDING SOURCE PURPOSE TYPE
Technicall
Culture Development Fund Assistance,
.......... Grqnt
The Protected Areas Conservation Trust Grant
Private Sector Support 5.3

Data not available for thisBorrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

Tax Incentives 5.4

Customs Duty and Revenue Replacement Duty exemptions for investments in
Culture under the Fiscal Incentive Program Tourism & Leisure Activity

22


https://nichbelize.org/application-form/
https://www.pactbelize.org/
https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/investment-incentives.html
https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/investment-incentives.html

24

the CIIF list
a compendium of Caribbean Culture Belize > Economics & Trade > P_

6. ECONOMICS & TRADE

Principal enterprises, institutions,
products, firms, etc.

6.1

National Youth Orchestra and Choir of Belize

Belize Academy of the Performing Arts

The National Institute of Culture and History

Institute of Archaeology

Institute of Creative Arts

The Institute for Social and Cultural Research

. Belize Film Commission

Museum of Belize and Houses of Culture

Belize National Dance Company

25


https://nichbelize.org/nyob/
https://www.facebook.com/BAPASymphony/
https://nichbelize.org/
https://nichbelize.org/institute-of-archaeology/
https://nichbelize.org/institute-of-creative-arts/
https://nichbelize.org/about-iscr/
http://www.belizefilmcommission.com/
https://nichbelize.org/museum-of-belize-and-houses-of-culture/
https://belizenationaldancecompany.com/
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Contribution of Copyright-Based 6.2
Industries to employment

Data not available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research. Readers who may
be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif@caribank.org.

Contribution of Copyright-Based 6.3
Industries to GDP

Datanot available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.Readers
who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif @
caribank.org.

Share of importation and exportation of 6.4
creative goods, globally, regionally and with

the European Union

Creative Goods Trade with the World

Creative Goods Trade with the EU

Values (Millions)

Exports

2 oo
pvalaesiiMilions) i 200871 12009 1 12010 1 200 12012 2013) 20041 20151
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Studies on the economic impact of creative/
cultural industries

Data not available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research. Readers who may
e able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the Fund at ciif@caribank.org.
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/. EDUCATION & TRAINING

Education and
Training Programmes 7.]
PROGRAM NAME PROGRAM LEVEL :| DURATION INSTITUTION
Commercial Graphic .
_ Associate Degree 2years St John's College
DESION
Fine Arts Associate Degree 2years iSt.John's College
Music Associate Degree 2years St John's College
Fine Arts & Music Associate Degree 2years St John's College
) . Independence
Music Associate Degree 2 years .
................ Community College
. Independence
Theatre Associate Degree 2 years )
................ Community College
_ . Independence
Visual Art Associate Degree 2 years )
................ Community College
Scholarship Programmes 7.2

Data not available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.
Readers who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the
Fund at ciif@caribank.org.
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https://12c59f43-8389-f3cd-4d6a-92383e2134e8.filesusr.com/ugd/d25fb9_876a0928afdc414b9faae633220821a4.pdf
https://12c59f43-8389-f3cd-4d6a-92383e2134e8.filesusr.com/ugd/d25fb9_876a0928afdc414b9faae633220821a4.pdf
https://12c59f43-8389-f3cd-4d6a-92383e2134e8.filesusr.com/ugd/d25fb9_876a0928afdc414b9faae633220821a4.pdf
https://12c59f43-8389-f3cd-4d6a-92383e2134e8.filesusr.com/ugd/d25fb9_876a0928afdc414b9faae633220821a4.pdf
https://12c59f43-8389-f3cd-4d6a-92383e2134e8.filesusr.com/ugd/d25fb9_876a0928afdc414b9faae633220821a4.pdf
https://www.indycc.edu/areas-of-study/fine-arts/music
https://www.indycc.edu/areas-of-study/fine-arts/theater
https://www.indycc.edu/areas-of-study/fine-arts/visual-art
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8. CULTURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Cultural Entrepreneurship
Initiatives 8.1

Cultural Entrepreneurship Summer Camp

Belize Cultural & Entrepreneurship Foundation

Programmes to support
job creation in CCI 8.2

Data not available for this Borrowing Member Country at time of research.
Readers who may be able to provide relevant data are invited to contact the
Fund at ciif@caribank.org.

Agencies 8.3

Department of Youth Services

Belize Cultural & Entrepreneurship Foundation
Beltraide

Small Business Development Centre Belize

N N

Programmes for youth employment or
women’s empowerment in the Cultural and
Creative Sectors 8.4

1.  Business Development for the Indian Creek Mayan Arts Women's Group
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https://www.dysbelize.org/enterprise
http://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/sbdcbelize.html
https://palmentogrovebelize.com/belize-cultural-entrepreneurship-foundation/
https://belizeinvest.net/2019/10/03/business-development-for-the-indian-creek-mayan-arts-womens-group/
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9. ADVOCACY

9.1

Societies, associations, unions etc.

Music Industry Association of Belize

Belize Tourism Industry Association
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Sources

Information for these profiles was sourced from publicly available
documents and data sets including the UNESCO Quadrennial
Report, national budgets, national cultural policy plans, local media
sources and others. Additional information was obtained via surveys
of regional cultural industry practitioners and stakeholders, which
were conducted for this project. Further information was sourced
from ‘'Research conducted for the CARICOM Secretariatinrelation to
the Consultancy to prepare the Regional Strategic Plan for Cultural
and Entertainment Services/Cultural Industries in CARIFORUM States
(2016-2018), with financing from the European Union 10th European
Development Fund, provided courtesy of CARICOM.



